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Ocean-Level Sponsors

Bay-Level Sponsors

Tributary-Level Sponsors

Exhibitors

Thanks to our Sponsors & Exhibitors
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Conference Center & Hotel Map

Student Group Sponsors

Thanks to our Sponsors & Exhibitors

Session Locations Registration
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Conference Schedule

Thursday, October 10

8:00 AM     VENDOR SETUP    ATLANTIC BALLROOM

8:30 AM    REGISTRATION     ATLANTIC FOYER   

9:30 AM    WELCOME & KEYNOTE SPEAKER  ATLANTIC BALLROOM

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM   2024 VISIONS: TED-INSPIRED TALKS  ATLANTIC BALLROOM

12:00 PM – 1:30 PM   LUNCH      ATLANTIC FOYER & BALLROOM

1:30 PM – 1:40 PM   TRANSITION TO SESSIONS     

1:40 PM – 2:40 PM   CONCURRENT SESSION #1   SEE PAGE 14 FOR LOCATIONS

2:40 PM – 2:50 PM   10-MINUTE BREAK

2:50 PM – 3:50 PM   CONCURRENT SESSION #2   SEE PAGE 14 FOR LOCATIONS

3:50 PM – 4:00 PM   10-MINUTE BREAK

4:00 PM – 4:45 PM   CONCURRENT SESSION #3   SEE PAGE 14 FOR LOCATIONS

4:45 PM – 5:30 PM   EVENING BREAK

5:30 PM – 6:30 PM   WELCOME RECEPTION    ATLANTIC FOYER & BALLROOM

6:30 PM    BUFFET-STYLE DINNER    ATLANTIC FOYER & BALLROOM

Friday, October 11

7:30 AM – 9:00 AM   BREAKFAST     ATLANTIC FOYER & BALLROOM

8:00 AM    REGISTRATION, SPONSOR TABLES OPEN ATLANTIC FOYER 
     & POSTER SETUP

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM   PLENARY SPEAKER    ATLANTIC BALLROOM

10:00 AM – 10:15 AM   15-MINUTE BREAK

10:15 AM – 11:15 AM   2024 VISIONS: TED-INSPIRED TALKS  ATLANTIC BALLROOM

11:15 AM – 12:00 PM   POSTER SESSION    ATLANTIC FOYER

12:00 PM – 1:30 PM   LUNCH      ATLANTIC FOYER & BALLROOM

1:30 PM – 1:40 PM   TRANSITION TO SESSIONS     

1:40 PM – 2:40 PM   CONCURRENT SESSIONS #4   SEE PAGE 14 FOR LOCATIONS

2:40 PM – 2:50 PM   10-MINUTE BREAK

2:50 PM – 3:50 PM   CONCURRENT SESSIONS #5   SEE PAGE 14 FOR LOCATIONS

3:50 PM – 4:00 PM   10-MINUTE BREAK

4:00 PM    AWARDS AND CLOSING   ATLANTIC BALLROOM



WHERE LAND MEETS WATER
CRAFTING RESILIENT SHORES 

WITH EXPERT SOLUTIONS



Changing the world for the better while undergoing open heart 
surgery sounds like somewhat of a challenge. But hey, that is our 
zeitgeist and the least to be expected these days. Guess someone 
has to tackle it, so why not me? As we all know: What doesn’t kill 
me, makes me strong. Or might all of that be a misunderstanding? 
Should we possibly start to do open mind surgery instead and 
question the unquestionable? Science claims that in principle that 
approach could work. Let’s connect and create that better world 
together. Since failure is the seed for innovation, we have nothing 
to fear, right?

This keynote will touch topics like change, fear, innovation, mental 
health, perception, accountability and the human limitation 
behind eternity. I promise you will not learn anything you don’t 
already know. But maybe you will look at things differently 
afterwards.

Caution: An open mind is not an empty waste bin.

A Healthy Mind is Not a Crime...
Life Happens to the Best of Us!

Fabian Schmid
Speaker, Author, Business 

Consultant and Coach

Keynote Speaker

PHOTO BY OLIVIER SCHENK, COURTESY OF FABIAN SCHMID

Basel, Switzerland-based author 
and speaker Fabian Schmid teaches 
graduate students ‘survival skills for 
creative people’ and consults with 
companies on business strategy, 
change management and stress 
prevention. He coaches clients back 
into their ‘lightness of being’ and 
speaks publicly about personal 
attitude, contradiction, responsibility, 
courage, possibility and the impact 
they have on life and work. In 
doing so, he taps deeply into his 
track record as an internationally 
acclaimed entrepreneur, designer, 
stage performer and proven long-
term human being with first-hand 
burnout experience.

His credo: trust your smile!

Website: https://en.fabianschmid.info/
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Plenary Speaker

Brain-Smashing: NOT 
Zombie Style
Integrating Knowledge Across 
Diverse Perspectives
Integrating knowledge across diverse 
perspectives — disciplinary, stakeholder, sector, 
and other ways of thinking — is difficult and 
can be unnerving, although when achieved the 
results are novel ideals, outcomes and solutions 
to society’s most wicked problems. Employing 
NSF-funded and tested knowledge integration 
tactics, we will practice brain-smashing, in a 
safe, exploratory space with no zombies.

Troy Hartley, PhD
Director
Virginia Sea Grant

www.vasem.org
info@vasem.org
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11:00 AM – 12:00 PM    ATLANTIC BALLROOM

10:15 AM – 11:15 AM    ATLANTIC BALLROOM

2024 Visions: Ted-Like Talks

Mikayla Call
Embracing Social Science as a Wildlife Ecologist

Jem Baldissimo 
Decoding Ear Bones & Fish Scales for Ageing Menhaden

Jenn Engelke
Community Engagement’s Impact on Forming Place Attachment 
within a Holistic System: Hunter’s Point South Waterfront (NYC)

Madeline Pitsenbarger

MAs Making Waves: Opportunities, Career Paths, and Experiences 
from the VIMS Professional Master of Arts (MA) Students

Ryan McIntyre
Nipping it in the Bud: The Effort to Stop an Invasive Plant

Kayla Cahoon
How Lasagna, Corn Fields, and Beaches Intersected to Help the 
Virginia Eastern Shore Community

Mashid Ahmadian
Fish Movement Imputations: How Data Science and Ecology 
Unite to Preserve Marine Ecosystems

Kaitlyn Theberge
Minority Serving Institution Aquaculture Needs Assessment

Taylor Dolan
Breeding Oysters in a Changing Environment: Fine-Tuning Breeding  
Strategies for Dermo and MSX Resistance to Create Optimized Broodstock

AnnJacob Woodson

Thursday, October 10

Friday, October 11



Recognized widely as one of the premier programs in 
North America addressing fish and wildlife issues of state, 

national and global concern, we in the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation are passionate about natural 

resource conservation and management and about making 
a difference in how our society values sustainable natural 

resources. Through our commitment to excellence in 
research, teaching, and engagement we are training the next 

generation of leaders in natural resource conservation and 
management and influencing decisions and policy in Virginia, 

the nation, and the world.
F ISHWILD .V T.EDU

TRAINING TOMORROW’S  
LEADERS IN CONSERVATION
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1. Consequences of climate-driven ecosystem change on the availability of nesting habitat for an imperiled shorebird species in 
Virginia, Mikayla Call, Virginia Tech, Department of Fish and Wildlife Conservation

2. Comparison of Chemical and Manual Treatments on Two-horned Water Chestnut (Trapa bispinosa var. iinumai) – Year 1, Ryan 
McIntyre, George Mason University

3. Investigating Variability in Nutrient and Enterococcus Concentrations in Tidal Floodwater, Alyssa Bucci, Old Dominion University 

4. MAs Making Waves: Opportunities, Career Paths, and Experiences from the VIMS professional Master of Arts (MA) Students, AnnJacob 
(AJ) Woodson & Madeline Pitsenbarger, Batten School of Coastal & Marine Sciences at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science

5. Reconstructing Bottom Water Temperature Distributions on the Mid-Atlantic Continental Shelf, Natalie Sprague, Old Dominion 
University, Physical Oceanography

6. Understanding the Socio-Economic Implications of Summer Flounder Distribution Changes on Recreational Fisheries, Mary 
Adebote, Willandia Chaves, Emmanuel Frimpong, Holly Kindsvater, Virginia Tech 

7. Eastern Red Cedar VS. Salt, Caroline Dillard, Christopher Newport University, Environmental Science

8. Tidal Inundation Variation Influence on Oyster Castle Development Along 10-Year Living Shoreline Chronosequence, Kaitlyn 
Pounders, Sierra S. Hildebrandt, Taylor M. Sloey,  Department of Biological Sciences, Old Dominion University 

9. Water Quality and Identification of Aquatic Microorganisms, Wilbert Doswell & Joseph D’Silva, Norfolk State University, Department 
of Biology

10. Chemical Properties of the Elizabeth River (E.R.) and Norfolk Botanical Garden (NBG) and Bosmina coregoni (Phylum Crustacea), 
Zavion Dawson, student at Norfolk State University (Unable to attend)

11. Nature-based climate resilience through shoreline transformation, Andre de Souza de Lima, Daniel Cardona; Tyler Miesse, Celso 
Ferreira; Ali Shahabi, Navid Tahvildari, George Mason University, Department of Civil, Environmental and Infrastructure Engineering

12. Estimating Catch and Release Mortality of Striped Bass, Rachel Kelmartin, George Mason University

13. In My Own Backyard: The Value of Collaboration Between Large Research Institutions and Local Community Colleges, Luke Groff, 
University of Virginia, Department of Environmental Studies

14. A Study of Barrier Island Breaching with Morphologic Parameters, Megan A. Beever, Virginia Tech, Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering 

15. Turbulent tides: Exploring climate’s influence on C. virginica geographic range in coastal ecosystems, Mariana Castaneda-
Guzman, Virginia Tech, Department of Fish and Wildlife Conservation

16. Utilizing a self-organizing mapping approach to identify environmental correlates of sex in summer flounder, Paralichthys dentatus, 
Hailey Conrad, Virginia Tech, Department of Fish and Wildlife Conservation; Dr. Craig Ramseyer, Assistant Professor, Virginia Tech 
Department of Geography; Dr. Holly Kindsvater, Assistant Professor, Virginia Tech, Department of Fish and Wildlife Conservation

17. How Age/Size Impacts Cancer Rates in Fish Exposed to Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons, Andrea West, Norfolk State University

18. Local wetlands restoration, Monet McCann, Norfolk State University

19. Breeding oysters in a changing environment: fine-tuning breeding strategies for Dermo and MSX resistance to create optimized 
broodstock, Taylor Dolan, Virginia Institute of Marine Science Aquaculture Genetics and Breeding Technology Center

20. Landcover Classification Transition in the Virginia Barrier Islands from 2004 to 2021, Lucy Gehman, Virginia Tech, Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation

21. Salt Marsh Ecosystems Fight Back Against Climate Change, Grace Bannister & Zlatka Rebolledo-Sanchez, Old Dominion University, 
Dept. of Biological Sciences

22. Empowering Future Stewards: A Student-Driven Approach Integrating STEM Education, IoT Technologies, Citizen Science for 
Enhanced Flood Management in Coastal Virginia, Savannah Lynn, University of Virginia; Dr. Jonathan Goodall, Professor of Civil 
and Environmental Engineering, University of Virginia and Director of the UVA Engineering Link Lab; Dr. Venicia Ferrell, Research 
Assistant Professor, Old Dominion University Center for Educational Partnerships

23. Investigating the Complex Microbial Communities Associated with Nitrogen Fixing Cyanobacterial Mats on the Susquehanna Flats 
of the Chesapeake Bay, Shayna Keller, University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science (UMCES); Co-authors Dr. Judith 
O’Neil & Dr. Jacob Cram, University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science (UMCES)

24. Comparing ecological function of aging artificial vs natural oyster reefs in an urban Florida estuary, Emily Surmont, University of 
Florida, Indian River Lagoon Aquatic Preserves

25. Why Snow Algal Reproduction Matters, Alexander “Xander” Geragotelis, Virginia Institute of Marine Science, Algal Evolutionary 
Ecology (AlgEE) Lab

26. Using Edutainment as a Communication Strategy to Boost Youth Interest in Agriculture, Yaw Asamoah Akowuah & Mary Olumide-
Oyaniyi, Department of Agricultural, Leadership, and Community Education, Virginia Tech

Poster Presentations



The Virginia Climate Center partners
with communities to co-produce locally
relevant climate research and enhance
Virginia’s resilience to the impacts of
climate change and variability.

Our Vision: A Resilient, Healthy,
Sustainable Virginia

Engage Co-produce Inform & Plan

vaclimate.gmu.edu
@VirginiaClimate

Visit our website or follow us
on X and LinkedIn:

EDUCATION, OUTREACH, AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

SUPPORTING:
•  AQUACULTURE  •  COMMERCIAL FISHING  •  SPORT 

FISHING  •  MARINE EDUCATION  •  MARINE BUSINESS  
•  SEAFOOD TECHNOLOGY & SAFETY  •

for
COLLABORATION

ENVIRONMENTAL
SOLUTIONS

Interdisciplinary research and 
training that is both great 
and good at the intersection 
of climate change and human 
well-being.

E N V I R O N M E N T . V I R G I N I A . E D U

Moving Your Package & 
The Planet Forward

Focused On Rebuilding & Preserving 
Marine Ecosystems

go2delivery.com/our-impact

vims.edu

Marine advisory PrograM
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For information about speakers and panelists, please visit the symposium website:

SYMPOSIUM.VASEAGRANT.ORG/AGENDA/WORKSHOPS-PANELS

Cape A Cape B Cape C Mariner A Mariner B

Cape A Cape B Cape C Mariner A Mariner B

Cape A Cape B Cape C Mariner A Mariner B

CHEF and PEECH 
Fellow Panel 
Discussion

Science 
Communication 
Through Social 

Media

Flight of Fellows

Six Principles 
of Equitable 

Collaboration

Plant Production 
in Virginia’s 

Coastal 
Resilience 
Economy

Storytelling with 
ArcGIS Story 

Maps

From Ingredients 
to a Meal: 
Preparing 

Science for 
Consumption

Virginia’s 
Programs Training 

Scientists & 
Engineers to 

Engage in Policy: 
Aims, Audiences, 

& Activities

The Eastern Shore 
of Virginia Climate 

Equity Project: 
Addressing Climate 
Inequities Through 

Interdisciplinary and 
Community-Based 

Research

Broader Impact 
Identity Process

Research Origin 
Storytelling

Data Storytelling

Difficult 
Conversations  

in 360

Networking 
Tables - Open to 

All Attendees 

PFAS in stormwater 
systems within 

socioeconomically 
disadvantaged 

communities 
in coastal VA – 

their prevalence 
and mitigation 
opportunities

Concurrent Sessions

Thursday, October 10
Concurrent Sessions 1

Concurrent Sessions 2

Concurrent Sessions 3

1:40 PM - 2:40 PM

2:50 PM - 3:50 PM

4:00 PM - 4:45 PM

FELLOWSHIP EXPERIENCES

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION

FELLOWSHIP EXPERIENCES

URBAN & ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING

COASTAL RESILIENCE

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION

SCIENCE POLICY

INTERDISCIPLINARY &  
COMMUNITY-BASED RESEARCH

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION

LEADERSHIP & PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

NETWORKING

ECOLOGICAL ENGINEERING & 
WATER QUALITY
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If you need assistance during the symposium please contact us by email:

Lisa Eddy
Research & Education Coordinator 
lmeddy@vaseagrant.org

Sabine Rogers
Strategic Partnership Coordinator 
sarogers@vaseagrant.org

Hilary Parmentier
Professional Development Coordinator
hjparmentier@vaseagrant.org

Concurrent Sessions

Contact Information

Jay Clark
Communications Manager
jtclark@vaseagrant.org

Cape A Cape B Cape C Mariner A Mariner B

Cape A Cape B Cape C Mariner A Mariner B

The Value of 
Community 

Engagement When 
Dealing With Sea 

Level Rise and Other 
Environmental 

Issues

Nepal Water 
Initiative Panel

Enhancing 
Emotional 

Intelligence 
for Effective 
Professional 

Relationships

Communicating 
Science and 
Cultivating 

Connections

Facilitating 
Academic 

Excellence: 
Mentorship and 

the Power of 
Connections

A Disciplined 
Approach to 

Resilience

Inspiring real 
community 

engagement 
with faith based 

organizations to be 
a part of the inflation 

reduction act and 
justice 40 initiative

Climate, Weather, 
and Health 

Implications 
Utilizing AI 

Technology

Making Science 
Accessible: 

An Interactive 
Approach Using 

Spatial Variability 
in Salt Marshes

Networking 
Tables - Open to 

All Attendees 

Friday, October 11
Concurrent Sessions 4

Concurrent Sessions 5

1:40 PM - 2:40 PM

2:50 PM - 3:50 PM

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

INTERDISCIPLINARY  
COLLABORATION

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION

MENTORSHIP

INTERDISCIPLINARY  
COLLABORATION

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & 
OUTREACH

NETWORKING

For information about speakers and panelists, please visit the symposium website:

SYMPOSIUM.VASEAGRANT.ORG/AGENDA/WORKSHOPS-PANELS



 
 

The Master of Public Policy (MPP) degree track at 
William & Mary combines the world-renowned 
faculty and academic setting of our Williamsburg, VA 
campus with frequent experiential learning 
opportunities with Virginia, Washington DC, and 
international policy makers. Further, our 
personalized, student-focused program and small 
student cohorts enable generous financial assistance 
and unmatched access to faculty. With excellent 

career placement within 6 months of graduation, 
the practical, collaborative policy experiences we 
embed in our program prepare alumni to advance 
to the highest levels of public policy in the public, 
nonprofit and private sectors and across all 
industries and issue areas in the field. Our 
curriculum emphasizes data analysis and critical 
thinking, practice-based learning, foundations of 

economics, and 
fundamentals of law and governing institutions. In 
addition to core studies in Economics, Government, Law, 
and methods, students are encouraged to develop 
focused expertise through their elective courses or as part 
of one of our joint degree programs with Law, Business, 
Education, Marine Science, and Mathematics.  
 

               
 

Have a question?  Please contact us for more information. 
https://www.wm.edu/publicpolicy/  Email: publicpolicy@wm.edu  Phone: 757-221-2368 



The 2024 Research Fellows, Kayleigh Macumber and Katherine Shi, pictured between Hanbury IPAL student, Nelanie 
Anderson and Ashley Montgomery.

hanbury.design

At Hanbury, we believe in the transformative power of design—not just to create spaces, but to reshape 
experiences, center community, and establish best practices. We embrace our responsibility to adapt to 
and prepare for the changes brought about by climate change, aiming to enhance our capacity to respond 
to these changes through informed, transdisciplinary research.

This commitment inspired our collaboration with Virginia Sea Grant (VASG) to launch the Hanbury-VASG 
Research Fellowship. Our shared goal? To develop innovative solutions that address the palpable impacts of 
climate change affecting communities across Virginia.

This year, the fellowship revisits the foundational work of VASG by partnering with an oyster hatchery on 
Gwynn’s Island. The project aims to redefine the infrastructure of rural coastal communities, which are often 
the most vulnerable to the effects of climate change. By reimagining these spaces, the fellowship seeks to 
create sustainable, resilient environments that bolster both the community and the local economy.



AQUACULTURE
INFORMATION EXCHANGE

The Online Community for the U.S. 
Aquaculture Industry

Membership is free!

aquainfoexchange.org

Learn
Share
Connect

A space for aquaculture experts to connect with 
collaborators, engage in topic-based discussions, 
and form project-based work groups that include:

• Growers • Hatcheries • Researchers •  
• Universities • Students • Agencies •

JOIN TODAY
Hosted by

Supported by



INTERNSHIPS & FELLOWSHIPS  •  COMMUNICATING SCIENCE & TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
  •  SCIENCE-POLICY EXPERIENCE  •  PROFESSIONAL SKILLS & NETWORKING  •   

CROSS-DISCIPLINARY PROBLEM-SOLVING & RESEARCH

WE INVEST IN PEOPLE

TOGETH ER FOR VI RGI N IA

WWW.VASEAGRANT.ORG

The application period for 2025 VASG Graduate Fellowships is open until Dec. 13, 2024. Apply now at vaseagrant.org.


